debilitants, but to tonics, and diffusible stimuli. Irritation, produced by one cause, may affect at the same time the nervous and the vascular systems, and may require, on the one hand, remedies to soothe the pain or to arrest the periodical returns of the disease; and, on the other, means calculated to remove the inflammatory condition. This mixed treatment, consisting of the antiphlogistic at first, and the antinervous subsequently, is required in a multitude of cases; as in many cerebral diseases, in affections of the nervous structure in those whose temperament depends on a preponderance of the nervous system, in intermittent fevers, and in acute rheumatism, which so often resists antiphlogistics and yields to narcotics and bark. In the treatment of all mental diseases, it is important to recognize the period at which they pass from an active to a passive state ; at this latter period the disease only consists in nervous mobility, which is kept up by the functional habits of the nervous system.
M. Barras has observed that a correct idea cannot be formed of the neuroses, if we confine our observation to their external characters only, as a disease may put on the form of great excitement, although it depend on a state of debility. In treating the insane, the same phenomena which indicate the employment of febrifuge tonics in intermittents may guide us; and these may be referred to a peculiar state of the sanguineous system, marked by paleness of the lips, borders of the eyelids and nostrils; there is also some emaciation, pale urine, pulse frequent but soft, The frequency of the pulse among the insane is in a direct ratio to the mental disturbance ; in mania it is less rapid where there are symptoms of cerebral congestion. In the asthenic period of the disease, its frequency is extreme, and counted with difficulty. After quinine, alone or combined with opium, has been given, the pulse increases in size and diminishes in frequency, and in the same proportion the cerebral disturbance is quieted, the loquacity decreases, sleep returns, and convalescence, when the pulse has regained its healthy type. Sometimes in mania the pulse is extremely slow, and in these cases quinine is less serviceable than where there is great frequency.
The indication for tonics in insanity is not to be exclusively formed from the disease having been preceded by debilitating causes, such as prolonged lactation, bleeding, &c., although they powerfully increase cerebral irritability ; for weakness of the nervous system is also independent of these causes, and is most frequently As no organic defect could be perceived, Dr. S. thought that the impediment might be occasioned by worms, as he had often noticed an entire loss of speech, lasting many days, to depend upon this cause. He therefore ordered an electuary composed of jalap, semin. cinae, tanacet., and magnes. sulph., with syr. mannae, to be given. By this medicine, a large quantity of the ascarides lumbricoides were voided, and the boy was again restored to the free use of his speech.
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